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SUBJECT: UPI DISPATCH ON KHMER NAVY GUNBOAT 
REF: SECSTATE 146450 

1. WE HAVE CAREFULLY CHECKED OUT UPI STORY QUOTED IN 
REFTEL WITH KHMER NAVY (MNK) AUTHORITIES WHO ASSERT THAT IT 
IS TOTALLY WITHOUT FOUNDATION. THESE SOURCES POINT OUT THAT 
NO RPT NO MNK VESSEL HAS BEEN FIRED UPON, DAMAGED OR SUNK 
AT MEKONG RIVER LOCATION OR IN TIME FRAME (SATURDAY, JULY 6) 
DESCRIBED IN UPI DISPATCH. MOST RECENT VESSEL TO ENCOUNTER 
DIFFICULTIES ON THAT STRETCH OF MEKONG WAS SMALL CARGO CRAFT 
WHICH WAS SWAMPED BY WAKE OF LARGER VESSELS IN JUNE 30 UP- 
RIVER CONVOY. 

2. MNK SOURCES NOTE THAT MNK CONVOY CARRYING FOODSTUFFS 
CAME DOWN TONLE SAP RIVER FROM KOMPONG CHHNANG TO PHNOM PENH 
ON JULY 6, MANY MILES TO THE NORTH OF INCIDENT 

DESCRIBED IN UPI DISPATCH. BUT NO VESSELS WERE SUNK. 

ONLY INCIDENT WHICH COULD EVEN REMOTELY BE CONFUSED 
WITH THAT DESCRIBED IN UPI DISPATCH WAS THE SINKING 
OF AN EMPTY MNK LANDING CRAFT JUST SOUTH OF PEAM 
LOVEK ON THE TONLE SAP RIVER ON JULY 5. 
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MNK CONVOY MOVEMENTS ON MEKONG AND TONLE SAP RIVERS. 
WE HAVE RECEIVED NO OTHER INFORMATION, FURTHERMORE, 
WHICH WOULD LEND CREDENCE TO THE UPI DISPATCH. 

4. COMMENT: THIS IS ANOTHER INSTANCE, OF WHICH THERE 
HAVE BEEN TOO MANY EXAMPLES RECENTLY, OF UPI GOING OFF 
HALF-COCKED AND FILING A SEMI-SENSATIONAL STORY THAT 
LACKS ANY BASIS IN FACT. PERHAPS IT IS TIME TO TAKE 
CORRECTIVE ACTION BY INFORMING HEAD OFFICE OF UPI THAT 
IT COULD IMPROVE ITS REPUTATION FOR CREDIBILITY IF IT 
WOULD DOUBLE-CHECK ANY STORY RECEIVED FROM PHNOM PENH 
BEFORE PUTTING IT OUT ON ITS WIRE. 

DEAN 
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